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THE  NEW  CRISIS 


OF 


\  r  J  ^.  iMERICAN  INDEPENDENCE. 

"I .  '  I 

TA^  Delegates  of  the  Detnocratic  Citizens  of  the  Fourteen 
Wards  of  Philadelphia^  to  their  Felloxv  Citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 

FELLOW    CITIZENS, 

ON  ordinary  occasions  we  should  deem  it  sufficient  to  call 
the  attention  ot  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  district,  to  the  particular 
interests  of  this  part  of  the  commonwealth,  in  which  by  our 
individual  suffrages  we  exercise  the  rights  of  freemen  in  the 
direct  choice  of  our  public  deputies.  But  the  present  is  an  ex- 
traordinary occasion,  which  forbids  cold  deliberation,  and  involves 
interests  which  not  only  embrace  this  district  and  this  state>  but 
in  effect  the  great  interests,  nay  the  permanent  safety  of  the 
American  republic — every  man's  vote,  and  every  man's  aciivity, 
is  therefore  indispensible. 

Fellow  citizens,  in  this  trying  crisis  America  stands  alone,  a 
phenomenon  in  the  political  and  moral  world — the  only  free,  the 
only  pacific  nation : — not  unmolested  indeed — not  uninsulted— noi" 
yet  absolutely  involved  in  the  calamitous  wars  which  have  deluged  ' 
the  plains  and  overwhelmed  the  thrones  of  Europe ; — but  the 
effects  and  influence  of  those  wars  are  sensiblv  felt  'ly  the  United 
Stales.  The  singular  felicity  oi  America  is  envied,  and  every 
means  which  foreign  gold  can  employ,  or  domestic  corruption 
can  contrive,  have  been  and  now  are  in  operation,  to  plunge  the 
nation  intoa  partic'pation  of  those  calamitous  wars,  which,  without 
realizing  a  single  object  proposed  to  be  accomplished  by  any 
power,  has  been  productiveoniy  of  destruction  to  the  human  race 
— and  misery  and  thraldom  to  the  survivors.  This  is  the  state  of 
things  in  the  period  at  which  we  are  arrived  in  our  relations  to 
the  civilized  world. 

In  the  circle  of  our  community,  and  in  the  yet  larger  circle  of  . 
our  own  state,  it  is  a  grateful  object  of  contemplation  to  us,  to 
perceive,  that  the  pressure  of  external  wrongs  and  injuries  is  felt 
and  indignantly  resented  ;  and  that  the  ^vell  founded  apprehen^ 
sion  of  further  molestation  on  our  frontier  ami  our  sea-board,  has 
already  united  men  who  were  separated  by  considerations  more 
trivial,  and  extinguished  in  a  great  measure,  the  little  angry  pas- 
sions which  alone  could  have  affected  the  interprets  or  the  force  of 
the  ivhigs  of  Pennsylvania. 


it  is  pleabant  to  perceive  these  proofs  of  national  sentiment^- 
supercede  those  ungrateful  misundei'standings  between  members 
professing  the  same  political  creed,  and  devoted  to  the  democratic 

principles  of  our  government; that  discrimina.ions  at  all  times 

invidious  have  ceased  ;.....and  that  the  principles  of  the  revolution, 
which  we  have  seen  assailed  within,  and  those  rights  established 
by  our  predecessors  of  an  independent  nation,  insulted  and  at- 
tacked abroad,  once  more  rallies  under  the  standard  oi  Amerkaii 
liberty  all  those  who  adhere  to,  and  all  those  who  recognize  the 
virtue  which  constituted  in  the  era  of  revolution,  the  sound  and 
significant  denomination  of  whigs — a  title  which  has  become 
sacred,  because  it  discriminates  to  the  general  sense  of  the  nation, 
the  friends  of  American  independence,  from  those  /ones  who  sold 
or  seduced  by  Britain,  raised  their  patricide  hands,  or  aided  with 
their  purses,  the  efforts  made  to  rivet  the  fetters  of  colonial  sub- 
jection upon  this  nation. 

Here  then  you  see  your  eonclilion  abroad  and  at  home— you 
have,  fellow  citizens,  to  elect  by  your  electors,  a  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  United  States;  and  at  this  momentous  pe- 
riod, it  is  against  that  point,  to  frustrate  your  choice  of  the  chief 
executive  of  the  United  States  ;  that  all  the  efforts  of  your  foreig^n 
enemies  and  their  domestic  adherents  are  directed. 

You  have  a  governor  to  elect  for  this  state  ;  but  in  this  choice 
you  would  not  have  seen  so  much  zeal  in  opposition  now,  nor  so 
much  money  lavished,  nor  such  extensive  and  active  combina- 
tions formed,  nor  so  much  zeal,  nor  systematic  secrecy  in  po- 
litical movements,  nor  such  open  and  daring  fraud  attempted 
on  the  public  judgment,  as  you  have  recently  seen — were  not  the 
election  of  a  president  connected  in  its  consequences  with  that 
of  a  governor. 

Your  opponents  know^  as  well  as  you  do,  that  they  stand  no 
chance  whatever  of  success — they  know  that  the  majority  is  not 
only  against  them  upon  principle,  but  that  even  with  the  disgrace- 
ful auxiliaries  of  imposition  or  delusion  on  the  weak  or  the  igno- 
rant, they  could  not  expect  better  success  now  than  in  1802. 

That  you  may  perceive  at  once  the  character  of  the  politicians 
who  oppose  the  best  and  most  sacred  rights  and  interests  of  the 
American  people,  let  us  offer  to  your  view  only  a  single  feature 
in  their  political  conduct — they  pretend  to  Jiiorals — they  are  even 
violent  sticklers  for  religion — they  make  great  professions  of  a 
regard  for  trut/i — were  you  to  believe  them,  they  alone  engross  all 
the  virtue,  all  the  talents,  all  the  wisdom  of  the  nation,  and  the 
people  at  large  are  thtir  own  ivorst  enemies.  These,  fellow  citi- 
zens, are  beyond  contradiction,  their  professions  and  assumptions  ; 
and  to  shew  how  well  founded  their  pretensions  are,  they  through- 
out this  state  couple  the  election  of  a  governor  nuith  the  embargo — 
they  publish,  and  they  assert  in  private  conversation,  to  men  who 
do  not  possess  means  of  general  information,  that  the  embargo 
lias  been  established  aiv.l  will  be  continued  by  Simo?i  Sriyder  ,- 
these  men  profess  great  respect  for  the  state  constitution,  an4 


tkus  It  is  they  exhibit  either  their  ignorance  ov  their  fraud — it  is 
thus  they  verify  their  moralsy  their  religion,  their  veracity^  their 
respect  for  the  people  ! 

The  people  of  this  commonwealth  arc  too  often  grossly  insulted 
at  home,  and  degraded  in  the  eyes  of  their  sister  states  and  of 
the  world,  by  impostures  impudent  and  flagrant  like  this ;  too 
much  encouragement  has  been  afforded  by  the  success  of  some 
of  those  audacious  frauds— we  forbear  to  notice  any  particularly, 
because  we  trust  experience  will  avert  from  us  the  shame  of 
any  future  fraud — we  confine  ourselves  to  the  fraud  that  the 
tory  fiarty  seek  to  put  upon  the  people  of  the  present  day. 

From  one  end  of  this  continent  to  the  other  you  hear  the  word 
embargo  bandied  about  as  a  pass-word — and  in  every  district  it  as- 
sumes a  new  character ;  in  the  seaports,  where  the  merchantf5 
and  insurance  offices  have  been  saved  from  bankruptcy  by  the 
embargo,  those  who  are  saved  by  its  wisdom  are  the  loudest  in 
declaiming  against  it  as  a  political  evil ;  on  the  high  roads  the 
farmer  is  told  that  there  was  no  need  for  an  embargo,  but  that 
it  was  the  wanton  act  of  the  general  government — and  contrived 
for  the  ruin  of  the  agricultural  interest ;  in  one  part  of  the  union, 
it  is  described  as  an  act  expressly  dictated  by  France ;  while  in 
another  we  are  told  that  it  is  expressly  dictated  to  ruin  the  eastern 
states  and  to  subject  them  to  a  southern  influence — these  and  a 
thousand  other  contradictory  motives  and  causes  are  assigned  for 
a  measure  which,  in  fact— and  they  know  it  to  be  fact — was  the 
only  alternative — the  only  means  to  avert  war,  and  to  save  above 
one  hundred  a7ul  twenty  millions  worth  of  property  afloat  on  the 
seas  in  various  quarters  of  the  globe. 

Fellow  citizens,  the  election  of  a  governor  has  nothing  to  do 
with  an  embargo,  the  governor  arjd  legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
having  no  concern  in  the  affair;  it  belongs  wholly  to  congress, 
who  laid  it  on,  either  to  continue  or  to  remove  it,  and  by  our 
representatives  in  congress  only  have  we  any  legal  ov  constitu- 
tional power  to  interfere  or  remove  it.  But,  as  the  enemies  of  the 
government  have  made  it  a  subject  of  imposition  on  the  public 
judgment,  we  will  tell  you  what  really  produced  the  embargo. 

The  whole  of  Europe  has  been  involved  in  war  for  sixteen  years 
— and,  in  proportion  as  the  commerce  and  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  diminished  by  war ;  you,  who  enjoyed  peace  and 
neutrality,  profitted  by  their  misfortunes;  their  trade  gradually 
decayed,  their  number  of  ships  diminished ;  and  your  trade  and 
your  ships  encreased  proportionably.  For  a  precise,  candid,  and 
liberal  view  of  the  wrongs  done  to  this  nation  we  refer  you  to  the. 
letter  of  the  son  of  the  late  president,  Mr.  John  Q.  Adams,  a 
man  who,  though  opposed  in  local  politics  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration, has  had  the  honesty  of  an  American  and  the  probity  of 
a  citizen  in  doing  justice  to  his  country;  we  refer  you  also  to 
the  perspicuous  and  demonstrative  essays  published  under  the 
signature  of  Juriscola,  for  the  true  character  of  the  aggressionsj 
which  our  firosfierity  has  drawn  ufion  us.  Great  Britain,  by  her 
naval  system,  has  assumed  the  entire  sovereignty  of  the  sea ; 
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and  by  her  agents  has  stirred  up  several  wars,  the' object  of 
>vhich  has  beeu  to  obstruct  the  naval  and  commercial  prosperity  of 
other  niitions.  These  wars  have  continued  with  encreasing  ani- 
mosity for  16  yeara.  Great  Britain  has  repeatedly  declared  by 
proclamations  or  decrees,  whole  nations  and  sections  of  the  globe 
in  a  state  of  blockade.  France  in  these  wars  has  retaliated,  and 
having  conquered  the  greater  part  of  the  maritime  coast  of 
Europe,  has  also  declared  a  blockade  outward.  In  other  words, 
England  has  declared  that  no  ship  shall  go  into  any  port  or  place, 
wliich  is  under  the  controul  of  France,  without  obtaining  a/iassfiort 
or  lyivcr  from  England,  and  American  ships  have  been  seized 
at  tt.e  entrance  of  a  port  and  sent  to  England,  only  because  the 
captain  hr.d  not  the  British  licence  to  trade  ;  other  ships  that  had 
gone  into  foreign  ports,  have  been  seized  by  British  ships  and 
vonfiscated,  only  for  going  to  trade  there  without  a  British  licence. 

On  the  other  hand,  France  has  interdicted  admission  into  the 
ports  under  her  dominion,  of  any  vessel  that  sails  from  England, 
and  has  seized  on  American  ships  which  have  purchased  those 
British  licences,  and  has  confiscated  them  ;  and  will  not  admit 
an\  vessel  into  any  of  the  ports  of  Europe  under  the  controul  of 
France,  that  has  been  in  England,  or  that  accepts  of  a  British 
convoy. 

'I  bus  England  forbids  Americans  to  trade  Mith  any  part  of 
Europe  but  Englatui  by  sea  ;  and  France  declares,  that  no  vessel 
that  traded  with  England,  shall  enter  any  port  of  Europe  under 
her  control ;  and  thus  cuts  off  the  trade  with  the  land.  This 
is  the  true  state  of  the  case,  as  it  iflates  to  the  orders  of  council 
of  England,   and  the   retaliating  decrees  of  France. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  represented  to  congress, 
the  dangers  to  which  American  ships  and  property  on  the  seas 
were  exposed;  and  congress  took  the  subject  into  consideration. 
Mean  while,  a  fleet  ol  British  ships  of  way  that  had  been  at  anchor, 
and  enjoyed  all  the  civilities  and  good  offices  that  could  be  be- 
stowed in  our  ports,  in  a  roost  base  and  flagitious  manner,  with  a 
number  of  ships  of  superior  force  to  succor  and  ensure  their 
■wrong,  attacked  a  frigate  of  the  U.  States,  murdered  our  citi- 
zens, and  seized  four  of  her  people  and  carried  them  away  in  tri- 
umphant disregatd  of  the  rights  of  hospitality,  the  law  of  nations, 
and  in  utier  contempt  of  our  flag  and  our  independence.  A 
measure  of  hostility  like  this,  was  never  before  committed  with- 
out producing  a  war — but  our  government,  established  upon  the 
principles  of  hunum  happiness,  did  not  consider  war,  in  which 
TOoi  e  human  bloodshed  and  more  human  mjscry  only  would  be  pro- 
duced, as  the  policy  best  siiited  to  national  wisdom,  to  repub- 
lican government,  and  to  the  security  of  our  national  happiness. 

In  this  spirit  congress  acted — and  as  a  measure  of  precau- 
tion, it  was  first  determined  to  exclude  the  vessels  which  had 
ibtfcited  their  cliiims  to  hospitality  from  our  ports  ;  and  next  to 
aflbrd  time  to  our  fchlps,  then  abroad,  to  return  home,  and  pre- 
serve fron!  ihe  depredations  of  the  rival  powers,  all  the  vessels 
and  property  then  in  our  harbors,  or  that  should  thereafter  arrive 


This  is  the  real  history,  the  true  origin  of  the  embargo — u 
measure  produced  by  the  violence  of  two  foreign  nations,  one 
of  which  claims  ihe  command  of  the  sea,  and  the  other  the  com- 
mand of  the  land  of  all  Europe. 

Americans,  you  are  worthy  or  unworthy  of  independence, 
and  the  approaching  election  may  not  only  prove  the  fact,  but 
deternune  the  question,  whether  you  are  to  possess  it  or  to 
become  again  the  licensed  colonists  of  a  foreign  nation. 

The  embargdf  is  the  only  means  by  which  the  Toriea  can  approach 
the  avaiice  of  the  worthless  and  the  ignorant,  and  through  that 
vile  avenue  they  expect  to  obtain  such  an  apparent  vote  as  may 
give  countenaace  to  their  operations  in  other  states.  They  see 
in  this  course  of  conduct  other  effects,  which  though  they  fail  of 
procuring  their  candidate,  will  afford  them  fresh  arguments  and 
hopes  suited  to  the  genius  of  their  politics :  they  will  discover 
in  the  portion  of  delusion  which  they  create,  evidence  to  prove 
himian  in  firmity,  and  they  will  draw  arguments  for  persevei'ence 
in  iniquity  from  the  depravity  which  they  produce.  By  corrup- 
ting or  seducing  men  from  their  duty  to  their  country  and  its 
laws,  they  will  draw  general  conclusions  hostile  to  popular  go- 
vernment and  to  its  stability ;  and  though  they  do  not  now  suc- 
ceed, they  will  calculate  that  by  perseverence  in  depravity  they 
may  tire  the  people,  and  disgust  them  with  the  very  government 
which  can  alone  secure  them  happiness  :  even  if  they  fail  of  their 
candidates,  they  may  calculate  to  stir  up  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
discontent  to  produce  a  wary  and  by  a  war  to  overthrow  the  go- 
vernment ;  and  from  thence  to  return  once  inore  into  the  foul 
embraces  of  Britain,  or  to  erect  such  a  new  government  as  will 
place  the  people  in  a  situation  worse  than  under  the  oligarchies 
or  monarchies  of  Europe. 

Let  us,  fellow  citizens,  do  justice  where  it  is  due — there  are 
among  our  opponents;  men  of  different  characters — there  are 
two  classes  distinctly  marked,  each  with  separate  views;  one  class 
does  not  suspect  the  designs  of  the  other,  nor  foresee  the  effects 
of  their  own  conduct.  One  of  these  classes  who  assume  in 
common  with  the  other  the  name  oi  federalists,  are  in  fact  the 
idenrical  tories  of  the  revolution,  or  Englishmen  of  the  same 
lory  principles,  or  men  sold  by  various  means  to  English  interests, 
and  views ;  these  conceal  under  specious  professions,  their  real 
principles  and  designs,  from  the  other  class,  who  are  in  hearc 
Americans,  and  who  are  connected  with  the  tory  part  by  a  thread  s'- 
slender,  that  it  would  snap  with  the  first  hostile  gun  ;  and  the  first 
drop  of  American  blood  shed  would  rally  them  in  thousands  under 
the  eagle  of  American  union. 

Erom  this  tory  faction  you  have  no  cause  to  apprehend  anv 
other  danger,  than  through  the  consequence  they  derive  from  the 
blind  adherence  of  the  more  numerous  American  portion.  This 
tory  section  calculate  on  a  return  to  British  governmental  union, 
and  they  see  in  that  event  the  restor^ition  of  British  power  in 
j-urope,  tl)e  overthrow  of  our  government,  and  o\ir  subjection  to 


En t,^] and  ;  in  lliis  they  see  a  more  than  compensation  for  all  the 
waste  of  British  treasure  and  blood — they  see  in  such  an  event  a 
reward  for  all  the  disasters  and  disgraces  which  Britain  has  suf- 
fered, from  17^4  to  this  time,  and  tor  all  the  disappointments  and 
defeats  which  she  has  sustained,  and  which  all  Europe,  fiurchased 
by  her,  has  sustained  in  modern  coalitiojis.  These  are  the  objects 
of  the  tories — and  these  objects  the  other  section  of  the  federal- 
ists so  much  deprecate,  that  they  will  not  believe  the  evidence 
of  their  own  senses,  until  the  presence  of  calamity  arouses  them, 
when  they  will  be  the  first  to  avenge  their  wrongs  on  their  de- 
ceivers, because  they  are  indeed  the  most  deceived. 

These  are  views  suited  to  the  crisis  that  exists — the  opposi- 
tion to  your  candidate  for  governor  then  is  really  not  from  any 
exception  to  the  man,  whom  they  fear  only  because  they  know 
he  is  honest,  and  would  not  oppose  if  they  thought  he  could 
be  corrupted ;  in  opposing  him,  and  in  holding  up  James  Ross, 
they  speak  Mr.  Snyder  s  eulogium ;  for  when  they  prefer  Mr. 
*Ross,  every  man  can  perceive  that  the  political  principles  of 
Mr.  Ross',  which  are  in  hostility  to  our  free  government,  are 
approved  by  his  supporters — Mr.  Rossis  ^'^  a  fine  bald  faced" 
fiolincian,  and  has  put  his  hostility  to  our  government  upon  re- 
cord ;  he  has  recorded  upon  the  journals  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  his  wishes,  his  views,  and  his  principles,  which 
are  in  open  hostility  to  the  free  suffrages  of  the  people. 

The  opposition  to  Mr.  Snyder  then  is  only  a  part  of  a  system, 
■which  embraces  in  its  means  the  infamous  letter  of  Pickering, 
and  other  schemes  of  iniquity  which  a  few  days  will  unravel. 

The  scope  of  their  designs,  must  therefore  call  for  a  corre- 
sponding activity,  in  defence  of  your  best  interests,  and  it  is 
therefore  incumbent  on  every  man  who  is  a  whig,  to  be  active, 
and  to  give  a  rjhig  -vote  throughout — in  every  instance,  and  for 
every  ticket,  whatever  may  be  the  office,  to  vote  uniformly  one 
and  all — never  lose  sight  of  the  experience  of  six  years,  you 
never  have  been  vanquished  when  you  were  united,  and  it  was 
only  when  miserable  personal  enmities,  produced  by  ambition  or 
avarice  of  power,— -when  thelust  of  office,  or  monopoly  of  patronage 
for  office  in  individuals  of  your  own  party,  fomented  divisions 
and  divided  you  against  each  other,  it  was  only  then  that  you 
were  partially  vanquished. 

The  lesson  is  a  most  important  one,  and  it  is  grateful  now  to 
profit  by  it,  even  after  misfortune  ;  since  now  you  are  re-united, 
you  will  know  how  to  guard  against  those  who  would  separate 
you  again. 

In  touching  this  topic,  it  would  be  inexcusable  to  pass  over  the 
circumstance  of  a  person  being  set  up  as  a  third  candidate  for  the 
governor's  office  ;  the  absurdity  of  any  man,  possessing  com- 
mon sense,  believing  that  he  could  obtain  the  majority  of  suf- 
frages, in  such  a  situation,  is  too  great  for  us  to  credit  ;  that  he 
really  does  not  expect  it,  has  been  declared ;  and  that  he  wishes  only 
to  be  kept  in  view  for  a  future  day ;  this  conduct  appears  to  us  to  call 


for  some  determination  by  the  ivhigs  of  Pmnsiyivcmia,  which 
may  tend  to  correct  now,  and  check  hereafter,  this  pernicious 
mode  ot  forestalling  public  suffrage  ;  and  avertinp^  effects  that 
cannot  but  result  from  such  men  setting  themselves  up  as  can- 
didates at  one  election,  only  with  a  view  of  appearing  as  candi- 
dates at  a  future  election  ;  thus  making  the  division  of  the 
people  at  one  time,  the  foundation  of  future  sup/iort,  and  con- 
verting their  opfwsition  to  the  wishes  of  the  majority  at  one 
time,  into  a  scandalous  pretext  for  demanding  their  votes  at  ano 
ther. 

To  put  a  stop  to  such  anti-republican  pretensions  we  recom- 
mend it  to  oar  fellow  citizens,  the  nvliigs  of  Pennsylvania^  in  their 
several  districts,  to  enter  into  declaratory  resolutions,  that  they 
"will  not  now  nor  at  any  other  time  hereafter,  receive  on  their 
ticket  nor  recognize  as  a  candidate  for  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
fieofile^  any  person  who  shall  suffer  his  name  to  be  put  up  as  a 
candidate  in  opposition,  or  for  suffrage,  after  the  whigs  shall  in 
their  usual  manner  have  put  a  candidate  or  candidates  in  nomi- 
nation ;  we  I'epeat  it  again  as  the  present  election  is  not  Mr. 
Spayd's  object,  but  the  future  ;  if  he  regards  or  respects  the  pub- 
lic wishes,  an  early  premonition  may  induce  him  to  shew  it ; 
the  suffrages  of  those  upon  whom  a  future  election  may  rest, 
cannot  be  calculated  upon  by  an  opposition  to  their  wishes  now  ; 
nor  can  the  happines-i  of  a  state  be  risqued  by  any  man  from 
personal  views,  who  is  worthy  of  public  suffrage. 

Confiding  in  this  state  of  the  minds  of  our  fellow  citizens  of 
the  district,  we  think  ourselves  bound  to  recommend  similar 
dispositions  throughout  the  state  ;  to  banish  the  petty  envy  and 
heartburnings  excited  by  mercenary  individuals,  and  those  jea- 
lousies which  spring  up  in  the  contest  of  opinion,  or  the  differ- 
ence of  judgment  on  the  choice  of  this  or  that  man  for  office  in 
preference  to  some  other :  every  man  holds  the  inherent  right  of 
opinion ;  and  no  man  should  be  subjected  to  enmity  for  exer- 
cising that  right  fairly — it  is  only  when  that  enmity  carries -him 
into  the  ranks  of  an  enemy,  or  renders  him  depraved  or  hostile 
to  his  principles,  that  it  becomes  pernicious — even  passion,  to 
which  every  man  is  prone,  should  be  palliated  when  it  is  not 
carried  to  excess,  and  when  it  ceases  to  be  pernicious,  should 
never  be  wantonly  recalled  from  oblivion. 

Here  then,  fellow  citizens,  are  the  views  which  we  take  of  the 
state  of  things  preparatory  to  the  approaching  election ;  the 
schisms  which  broke  down  our  majority,  no  longer  exist ;  and 
even  in  cases  where  individuals  have  been  estranged  from  each 
other,  by  party  quarrels,  there  is  now  no  disunion  on  the  great 
political  questions  that  call  for  our  suffrages  and  exertions. 

The  question  has,  in  fact,  now  become  national,  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  party  is  again  that  of  the  revolution— :/&/•  American 
i"ights  or  against  them — Whigs  or  Tories — and  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  demonstrate  that  the  election  approaching  amounts,  in 
its  coosequences,  not  merely  to  a  struggle  for  peacej  but  a 


struggle  fqr  the  preservation  of  our  liberties — to  a  struggle  by 
■which  we  are  to  escape  once  more  from  the  terrors  and  dan- 
gers of  British  thraldom — disguise  it  as  you  will,  to  this  issue 
the  question  comes  at  last. 

In  this  point  of  view,  fellow  citizens,  we  tliink  it   to  be  ouv 

duty  to  remind  you  of  other  circumstances  of  past  experience 

thro'  some  unseen  cause,  which  it  is  not  so  important  to  trace 
as  to  remember^  in  the  vote  for  president  in  1 800,  Pennsylvania 
gave  but  one  eifective  vote ;  the  least  populous  state  in  the 
union  gave  two  effective  votes  more  in  the  choice  of  president, 
than  the  most  populous  ! 

It  was  then  a  deliberate  robbery  of  the  people  of  their  equal 
rights — it  was  a  reproach  to  the  state  which  suffered  it — but  it 
was  the  friends  of  James  Ross  who  committed  the  outrage- 
To  assure  the  whole  vote  of  Pennsylvania  is  now  of  much 
more  importance  than  may  at  first  be  seen  ;  let  us  not  be  robbed 
nor  betrayed  again  ;  let  not  mistaken  notions  of  delicacy  super- 
cede right  and  security,  where  it  is  the  inll  of  the  iieoJiU  that  in 
to  be  declared,  why  should  the  people  be  backward  in  demanding 
beforehand  of  every  citizen  who  is  put  in  nomination  for  an  elec- 
tor, whether  he  will  or  will  not  support  the  candidate  which  the 
majority  have  put  in  nomination  for  each  of  the  offices  of  pre- 
sident and  vice-president. 

We  expressly  recommend  this  ir.easure,  not  merely  as  a  matter 
of  propriety  but  of  necessity,  and  even  of  justice  to  those  whom 
you  are  to  elect — efforts  have  been  already  made  to  spread  abroad 
doubts  on  this  head,  and  in  a  manner  which  we  prefer  passing 
over  without  any  other  animadversion ;  than  to  recommend  to 
the  people  of  this  commonwealth  in  their  township  meetings,  and 
particularly  to  the  committee  appointed  by  the  state  convention, 
to  take  effective  measures  to  ascertain  the  determination  of  every 
candidate,  and  neither  to  recommend  nor  to  support  for  an  elector, 
any  man  who  shall  refuse  to  his  constituents  a  declaration  whe- 
ther he  will  or  will  not  support  the  candidate  of  the  whigs,  for 
the  offices  to  which  they  have  been  so  generally  recommended 
throughout  the  state,  and  by  the  republican  convention  at  Wash- 
ington. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Philadelphia  general  ward  meeting. 

PAUL  COX,  Chairman. 

Oeo.  Bar  tram,  Sec'rv. 


Philadelphia,  Sept.  7,  1  808. 


